OPEN   LETTER                                          181
WouldsL thou the earth, and heaven itself In oae sole name combine?
I name thee3 O Shakuntala! and a!! at once Is said.
Coming to the Indian character and soda! life, the evidence
Is voluminous. I can only give meagre extracts.
I take the following again from Hunter's Indian Empire:
The Greek ambassador (Megasthenes) observed with admiration the
absence of slavery in India, and the chastity of the women and the courage
of the men. In valour they excelled all other Asiatics; they required r;o
locks to their doors; above all, no Indian was ever known to tell a lie.
Sober and industrious, good farmers and skilful artisans, they scarcely ever
had recourse to a lawsuitj and lived peaceably under their native chiefs.
The kingly government is portrayed almost as described In Mann, with
its hereditary castes of councillors and soldiers. . . The village system is
well described, each little rural unit seeming to the Greek an
republic (the italics are m:ne).
Bishop Heber1 says of the people of India;
So far as their natural character is concerned. 1 have been led to form
on the whole a very favourable opinion. They are men of high and gallant
courage, courteous, intelligent, and most eager after knowledge and im-
provement. , . . They are sober, industrious, dutiful to their parei:ts, and
affectionate to their children; of tempers almost uniformly gentle and
patient, and more easily affected by kindness and attention to their
wants and feelings than almost any men whom I have met with.
Sir Thomas Munro, sometime Governor of Madras, says:
I do not exactly know what is meant by civilizing the people of India.
In the theory and practice of good government they may he deficient, but
if a good system of agricultures if unrivalled manufacturers, if a capacity to
produce what convenience and luxury demand, if the establishment of
schools for reading and writings if the general practice of kindness and
hospitality, and, above all, if a scrupulous respect and delicacy towards
the female sex, are amongst the points that denote a civilized people,
then the Hindus are not inferior in civilization to the people of Europe.
Sir George Birdwood gives the following opinion on the gene-
ral  character  of the  Indians:
They are long-suffering and patient, hardy and enduring, frugal
and Industrious, law-abiding and peace-seeking. . . . The educated and
higher mercantile classes are honest and truthful, and loyal and trustful
1 Reginald Heber (1783-1826); Bishop of Calcutta*   established Bishop's
College in that city; widely travelled in India.